
Wooden Trojan Horse Toy

The Trojans lived in the city of Troy, in what is now Turkey.  The story 

of their war with the Greeks is said to be legend and is told in the Iliad, 

which is a long poem which is said to have been written by Homer and 

dates back to the 700s BC. The Odyssey, also by Homer, is the tale of 

the adventures of a Greek soldier named Odysseus, after the war.

The Trojan War began when Paris, Prince of Troy, ran away with Helen, 

who was the wife of King Menelaus of Sparta.  Angered by this, the 

Greeks sent a fleet of ships, with an army, to Troy to get her back.  The 

war lasted for 10 long years.  It was during this war that legend tells 

how, in single combat, the greatest Greek warrior, Achilles, killed the 

Trojan leader Hector.

Ulysses, one of the Greek leaders in the Trojan War, came up with a 

plan to burn down Troy, save Helen and end the war once and for all. 

He had the Greek army build a wooden horse that he and nineteen 

other soldiers could fit in.  All of the Greek warships left the shores of 

Troy, leaving the horse behind.

The Trojans thought that it was a gift from the Greeks, so the people 

of Troy brought it through the gates of the city.  
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Late that night, Ulysses and the nineteen soldiers snuck out of the 

wooden horse and let the newly arrived Greek army in through the 

gates. The Greeks burned down Troy and saved Helen.

The Trojan Horse was a favourite child’s toy in ancient Greece and evi-

dence of their popularity has been found in excavation sites all over 

Greece.  The picture below is of a little horse on wheels which was un-

covered from an ancient  tomb in Greece dating 950-900 BC.  Whilst 

ours is not as old - being only about 30 years - it shows the enduring 

legacy of the story of the Trojan Horse and its popularity in many parts 

of the modern world.


