
Tweed Wool Cloth

Tweed originated from Scotland in the 18th century. The fabric is traditionally a
coarse cloth woven from pure virgin wool in earthy colours. The name tweed
originated in London, when a cloth merchant mis-read "tweel", the Scottish version
of twill.

Scottish weavers desired to create a denser cloth and by developing the twill they
produced what is now known as tweed. Twill is a type of textile weave with a pattern
of diagonal parallel ribs (in contrast with a satin and plain weave). This is done by
passing the weft thread over one or more warp threads and then under two or more
warp threads and so on, with a "step" or offset between rows to create the
characteristic diagonal pattern. Because of this structure, twills generally drape well.
Examples of twill fabric are chino, drill, denim, gabardine, tweed and serge.

Tweed has a soft, open, flexible texture, resembling cheviot or homespun, but more
closely woven. It is made in either plain or twill weave and may have a check pattern
as this particular example does, or a or herringbone pattern. Subdued, interesting
colour effects (heather mixtures) are obtained by twisting together differently
coloured woollen strands into a two- or three-ply yarn.

Due to its hard wearing nature the fabric is synonymous with men's suiting and coats.
The most famous brand of tweed is Harris Tweed which was created in the 18th
century by crofters in the Outer Hebrides. This fabric was then introduced to the
British aristocracy by Lady Dunmore in the 1840s for wear during shooting and
hunting expeditions.

The Harris Tweed is fiercely protected, in order to deter imitations each cloth is
brand with the Harris Tweed Orb Certification Mark. P.T.O



The mark was created in 1909, and is the oldest known mark in British history. The
mark reads "only tweeds woven in the Outer Hebrides would be eligible". Under the
1993 Act of Parliament it states that the Harris tweed must be "hand-woven by the
islanders at their homes in the Outer Hebrides, finished in the islands of Harris, Lewis,
Benbecula, Uist and Barra and their several purtenances and made from pure virgin
wool dyed and spun in the Outer Hebrides".

Harris Tweed It is currently the only fabric in the world to be protected by an Act of
Parliament.  To this day, every fifty metres of Harris Tweed are checked by an
inspector from the Harris Tweed Authority before receiving a stamp. This is also the
only tweed fabric to still be produced by hand.


