Russian Christmas Decorations
Thirteen days after Western Christmas, on January 7th, the Russian Orthodox Church celebrates its Christmas, in accordance with the old Julian calendar. It's a day of both solemn ritual and joyous celebration.
After the 1917 Revolution, Christmas was banned throughout Russia, along with other religious celebrations. It wasn't until 75 years later, in 1992, that the holiday was openly observed. Today, it's once again
celebrated in grand fashion, with the faithful participating in an all-night Mass in incense-filled Cathedrals
amidst the company of the painted icons of Saints.
Christmas is one of the most joyous traditions for the celebration of Eve comes from the Russian tradition.
On the Eve of Christmas, it is traditional for all family members to gather to share a special meal.
The origin of Santa Claus is in St. Nicholas. He was born in Asia Minor at at the Greco-Roman city of of Myra
in the province of Lycia, at a time when the region was entirely Greek in origin. Due to the suppression of
religion during the Soviet regime, St. Nicholas was replaced by Ded Moroz or Grandfather Frost, the Russian
Spirit of Winter who brought gifts on New Year's. He is accompanied by Snegurochka, the Snowmaiden, who
helps distribute the gifts.
The Christmas tree (Yolka) is yet another tradition banned during the Soviet era. To keep the custom alive,
people decorated New Year's trees, instead. Since ornaments were either very costly or unavailable, family
trees were trimmed with homemade decorations and fruit. Yolka comes from the word which refers to a fir
tree. The custom of decorating Christmas trees was introduced to Russia by Peter the Great, after he visited
Europe during the 1700's.
This is a fantastic set of beautiful Hand Made in Russia Christmas Tree Ornaments in different shapes of the
Santa egg, Snegurochka (Snow Maiden), a Winter EGG, two Matrioshka dolls and a Golden Christmas Tree.

