
Jingdezhen is now one of the most well-respected porcelain centres of the 

world and it has kept this reputation for several centuries.  It is difficult to say 

exactly when the first Chinese tea sets were made in this small town, but it is 

clear that production here had already reached an advanced level by 1,000 

A.D. However by that time, and even well before then, there were many towns 

and cities across China doing similar work.  

The china tea set trade in Jingdezhen would not be what it is today without a 

man called Zhao Kai.  Zhao was a powerful government official during the Jin 

dynasty (265-420 A.D.) who became disillusioned with the ruling family. At 

that time, corruption was rampant and Zhao decided to leave his post.

The one saving grace of Jingdezhen was its special clay. This clay was pure 

white and rock hard when fired, making it easy to mold into thin, elaborate 

shapes. So Zhao decided to stay and see what he could do with this new 

material.

Zhao used this clay to make his own Chinese tea sets, and taught the local 

people how to fire the clay properly. In those days, firing was no easy task.  The 

kilns were heated by wood and no thermometers were available. So Zhao 

taught the locals his techniques, improving the porcelain production in the 

whole area.
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Not only that, he taught them how to select the best clay, mould it into fine 

shapes, glaze it so it would shine bright, and keep the clay’s strength even 

though the items could be paper thin.

Because of his contributions to their town, the people of Jingdezhen later built 

a temple to memorialise Zhao Kai, and called him their “master teacher.” Even 

today, he's considered the father of Jingdezhen china tea sets.


