
Egyptian Pyramid

The pyramids are the stone tombs of ancient Egypt's kings (Pharaohs) and 

are one of the world's greatest historical mysteries. They have stood for 

thousands of years, filled with many hidden secrets and clues about what life 

(and death) was like in Ancient Egypt.

There are about eighty pyramids known today from ancient Egypt. The three 

largest and best-preserved of these were built at Giza at the beginning of the 

Old Kingdom.  The most well-known of these pyramids was built for the phar-

aoh Khufu.  It is known as the 'Great Pyramid'.  It is over 140 metres high and 

took 20 years to build.

The Egyptians believed that if the pharaoh's body could be mummified after 

death the pharaoh would live forever. The tombs were designed to protect 

the buried Pharaoh's body as well as their belongings, which would be need-

ed in the Afterlife. 

Most of the pyramids can be found on the western side of the Nile River, a 

short way into the desert.  The Egyptians knew it was important to build the 

pyramids in the desert because the dry desert heat helped stop the Phar-

aoh's body and belongings from decomposing and rotting away.

They also knew the importance of building the pyramids close to the river 

Nile as well.  It meant that the huge stones could be bought nearer to the 

pyramid building site by boat.  
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The ancient Egyptians did not simply build a pyramid, bury a pharaoh, and 

walk away.  A whole city grew up around a pyramid during its construction. 

These cities were called pyramid cities. 

The pharaoh provided homes for everyone who worked on the pyramid con-

struction. People were paid for their work in goods and food and homes. 

After a pyramid was finished, the pyramid city continued to exist. Some of 

the people who stayed helped to keep guard and maintain the pyramid.  Oth-

ers, like bakers and basket weavers, were merchants who made and sold 

their goods to them. 

Pyramid construction was abandoned after the time of the Old Kingdom. It is 

thought the reason why was it was simply too easy to find a pyramid. Grave 

robbers knew exactly where the pharaohs were buried, and so knew exactly 

where to find riches and wealth. If you were caught, the penalty for grave 

robbing was death.    


