
This wall hanging tells the story of Shravan Kumar who was born of poor and 

blind parents.  They had brought him up remarkably well and he sincerely 

loved and respected them.  

Every day he worked hard to make his parents comfortable and happy. In his 

leisure time he prayed to God and attended to his poor, blind and aging 

parents. One day his parents told him that they wanted him to take them to 

the various places of pilgrimage.  It is a  Hindu belief that a pilgrimage to the 

various shrines and holy places should be undertaken in old age, as it purifies 

the soul. 

In those days means of transport were scarce and costly, and Shravan Kumar 

could not afford to hire them. He therefore decided to place his parents in two 

baskets and carry the baskets across his shoulder to the places of pilgrimage. 

He took a strong bamboo stick and at its two ends he tied the two baskets with 

strong ropes and placed his father in one of the baskets and his mother in the 

other. Carrying on his shoulder this bamboo stick with a basket at either end, 

Shravan started on the pilgrimage.

After having visited a few places of pilgrimage, he found himself on the banks 

of the sacred river Sharayu.    Shravan placed the baskets in the shade of a 

tree and told them he was going for a swim. They also asked him to fetch 

them pitcher of water from the river, for they were feeling thirsty.  Shravan 

went to the river and had his dip.  Then he dipped a pitcher into the water. 

As the pitcher was getting filled, there was that peculiar bubbling sound 

caused by the air escaping from within.                                                          P.T.O
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At that precise time King Dashratha of Ayodhya, who was on a hunting expedi-

tion, happened to be near the spot. Hearing the bubbling sound, the King 

thought that it was caused by a deer drinking water in the river and shot an 

arrow towards the noise.  But then the King was astonished to hear the 

pain-stricken screams of a human being instead of the painful cry of a dying 

deer. Poor  Shravan had been shot and was dying.   

The King saw the ghastly mistake he had made. He then placed Shravan's head 

on his lap and Shravan Kumar told him that he would be dying in a few 

minutes, but he felt sorry for his blind parents, who were resting in the shade 

of the tree, waiting for him to quench their thirst. He therefore requested the 

King to look after them. Then he died.

The king took the water to them and told them what had happened and apol-

ogised but they would not forgive him and placed a curse upon him. As  a re-

sult he was forced to part from own son who was driven into exile by the 

king’s wife. She had been married before and she wanted her own son to in-

herit the throne when the king died.  So the curse of Shravan Kumar's par-

ents came true.


