
Mudcloth Strip

Mudcloth is an old traditional fabric that is handmade and hand-dyed using vegetable dyes (see photo). It 

dates back as far as the 12th century AD, and yes, there really is mud in real mudcloth. The term mudcloth 

is translated, literally, word 'bogolanfini.' In the Bamanan language of Mali, bogo means 'mud' and lan 

means 'traces of.'  

Mudcloth comes from Mali, a country in West Africa, known for its most famous city - Timbuktu! In the early 

1990's African traders began selling the cloth in the United States and Europe. As people began to embrace 

what was natural, and wanted to avoid pesticides, mudcloth quickly became popular with designers - some 

of whom often copied the print of the fabric.

The traditional way to make mudcloth begins with the women of Mali. They spin locally grown cotton into 

yarn. Next, men weave the yarn into narrow cotton strips, and then stitch the strips together. The cloth is 

washed to preshrink it, and then it is dried in the sun. After it is dried, the women decorate it with dyes made 

from mud and leaves. The cloth is then soaked in a brown solution made from the pounded leaves of the 

N'Galaman and N'Tjankara trees. The cloth turns a bright ochre or terracotta colour and is again left in the 

sun to dry.

Once it dries again, the women start the design process. However this piece has yet to be decorated. 

everyday objects. They create these shapes with a fermented mud over the entire piece of the cloth. Then 

fill in patterns throughout the cloth. The thing to remember is that it is the background on the mudcloth, 

which is painted onto the cloth, not the designs themselves. The dyed cloth is then washed again leaving the 

black background and the designs, which stand out in yellow.

This whole process may be repeated several times. Soaking the cloth in the leaf solution and applying the 

mud is a slow and painstaking process. 


